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Introduction





Setting the scene



What does safety look like?



Exercise

They are currently experiencing gender-based 

violence?

They or others in the church believe they are at 

risk of gender-based violence

Women are going about their regular lives 

without expectations of gender-based violence

Eg The church has a well-publicised policy 

advocating zero tolerance for violence

Eg The church leader communicates that all 

concerns about violence will be taken seriously

Eg There are regular sermons addressing issues of 

how gender impacts behaviour

What actions and/or attitudes can churches implement to create safety for women when…..

Response                Early Intervention       Prevention



The role of gender inequality





Ourwatch.org.au



Churches and gender





Exercise

Go back to the ideas that you generated in the 

first exercise and decide which of the essential 

actions they represent (if any). 



Tactics and tools for change

Bystander approaches

Social norm theory

Whole of organisation approaches



Bystander approaches



vichealth.vic.org.au



Social norms



Department for International 

Development U.K.



Whole of organisation



Theological themes

Concern for the marginalised and powerless

The human person – what should they ‘look’ 

like? 

Sexuality and gender, including masculinities

Power and its abuses – including issues of 

privilege and entitlement

The ubiquity of violence, including in 

scripture



Summary

• Moving to focus on long term solutions 

(primary prevention) and systemic change

• Understanding the importance of a focus on 

gender inequality

• Ensuring our efforts are focused on causes 

not symptoms

• Framing the safety of women within a 

theology of the human person



Thank you
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