from the National Council of Churches in Australia

Easter 2011 Messages from Australian Church Leaders

“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Rareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not hergMark 16:6)

On Sunday 24 April Christians all over the worldlwémember God’s love and compassion as Easter is
celebrated. Easter is the time when above alkditmes the church pauses to remember the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

That first Easter as light was breaking throughdhekness of night, the resurrection was slowlyrag on
the followers of Jesus. Today there are many dideg where people find themselves feeling isolatet]
alone, longing for a ray of light to pierce theldass and new possibilities to emerge.

At Easter we rejoice that God raised Jesus frondéael. Now the light of resurrection pierces theigass of
death, revealing the newness of eternal life. Dda#fs not have the last word, it does not defineous
Christians are defined by resurrection and new tiésv life in Jesus Christ.

The Resurrection of Jesus brings joy to those whormed him and hope to Christians through the cergtu
that God is restoring fractured relationships aadgforming fear to peace. May the great joy oté&rasnd
the peace of God fill this nation.

Reverend Tara Curlewis, General Secretary
National Council of Churches in Australia

(NB. In 2010 both Western and Eastern rite Christiaill celebrate Easter on the"2df April.)

Anglican Church of Australia

Humanity lives in the shadow of death, and thet 2011 has reminded us of this fact all tooldjarwhile
natural disaster has hit our region of the worlflands, cyclones, landslides and earthquakesbmithers
and sisters in the Middle East have wrestled witlitipal upheavals and civil unrest. And still farei
drought and war shape the living and dying of sayraeople around the globe every day.

It is into this world of darkness and death that @hristian Church proclaims the light of ChrigheTEaster
story is no fairy tale which papers over the stadity of human life. Christ's passion and deathaes our
own encounters with death, with the abuse of powith the experience of desolation and helplessvétis
the sheer challenge of peace-making and justickirgeeChrist’s resurrection speaks of God’s pronuite

life in abundance, which does not allow death teehthe final word, and which pushes back the dene
with the flame of the gospel.

St Paul wrote that if we have shared in Christatdeve shall also share in Christ’s resurrect®anjans
6.5).This Easter may we accompany Christ through daaththe tomb to the promise of life in all its
fullness. May we discover once again the sorrowthisfworld giving way to the joy that comes froife |
with God, who is making all things new.

The Most Rev'd Dr Phillip Aspinall
Primate, Anglican Church of Australia.

Baptist Church

This Easter sees a rare intersection where EasieAldZAC Day share a public holiday. This promptsta
consider what else they share. Both are timesniemgber the sacrifice of others on our behalf, thhou
selfless love and commitment. Australians haveoagtradition of honouring the diggers. We dedicate
ANZAC day to remembering those who gave their lifil@she cause of freedom and peace, and we honour
those currently serving to defend justice and Helmations ravaged by war.
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At Easter we remember a sacrifice that goes taltimate and transcends territorial disputes. Weamber
the life and death of Jesus Christ who was depltwye@od on a mission to establish peace and hope fo
world that has lost its bearings. His sacrifice&leath on a cross, achieved a peace that was maperddan
the mere absence of fighting. He achieved a regt@lationship with God who loves us unconditiopalhd
believes in our future. Death was not the end sfigestory. In his bodily resurrection he broke plogver of
death and sin which had kept us disconnected froch Ghis Easter let us thank God for the serviak an
sacrifice of Jesus, which has enabled us to expegialtimate freedom and peace through the forgiseof
God.

Rev Dr John Beasy, President
Australian Baptist Ministries

Catholic Church in Australia

Although some people may think that Good Fridagy sombre day — being a time when we reflect on the
agony of the last hours of Jesus’ life — the fed&iaster is predominantly a time of great joy @ristians as
we celebrate the message of hope brought to usebgetath and resurrection of Our Lord.

As we focus our attention on the Passion storyytbas, we do so in the knowledge that Pope Bengditt
has provided us with new insights into the evehtdaly Week through his boobesus of Nazareth: Holy
Week — from the entrance into Jerusalem to theriRetion.

The Pope’s book is a great gift to us at this intgudrtime of the year because it explains in a eigr and
relevant way the complex political and religiouss@s that led to the condemnation of Christ. Ingly,
the Pope’s interpretation rejects the notion thiatde¢ath should be blamed on the Jewish peoplev®ke.
This is based on the view that “the Jews” mentionesit John’s gospel as calling for Jesus to bewed
does not refer to the whole population of Israghattime, but rather refers to the Jerusalem Templ
authorities.

Similarly, the Pope explains Matthew’s words “Hledxd be on us and on our children” as words of
redemption and salvation rather than a curse alicétion for anti-Semitism.

This is an important public acknowledgement andtbaéwill do much to strengthen interfaith relasdan a
world dominated by fear, ignorance and extremism.

By exposing some of the previous misinterpretatifithe Gospel in references to the role of thes)¢hne
Pope also highlights how truth is often a casualtgn power is at stake, something we can all rétatehen
it comes to modern politics

When you look at the way Jesus Christ challengedtitus quo and advocated a different way oftlite
little wonder that the authorities felt threateraed compelled to silence him.

His suffering on the way to the Cross when he wegdn and crowned with thorns only serves to
demonstrate his humanness and the capacity obilerful to crush the powerless.

But in his powerlessness, Christ becomes poweyfgidying his purpose in coming into the world was t
“bear witness to the truth’ which, as Pope Benediities, means “giving priority to God and to highaver
and against the interests of the world and its psive

This Easter, as a nation, we are coming to terrttsthe terrible natural disasters that have stawkcountry
and our neighbours, as well as the wave of poliiod social unrest in the Middle East and thedcities
occurring in Ivory Coast. | hope you will join me praying for the victims of these tragedies arfdraig
your support in whatever way you can.

Finally, | wish all Australians a happy Easter biress that it's a happiness that doesn’t simpigecérom
my wishes but from the truths of the faith thateeéebrate: that Jesus has risen from the deadiees us
today the gifts of his life and his love.
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Archbishop Philip Wilson, President
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

Churches of Christ in Australia

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out anglfffrom the tomb.
They said nothing to anyone, because they were idfréViark 16:8)

Addictions, violence, natural disasters and thénamy difficulties of life can become the grid tiugh which
we view our lives. They impact our moods, our warlir families and our sense of self.

We all know that the darkness of life can be ovewiing.

When hope is dashed, we view life as a burden. Ester story, however, is about hope borne out of
despair. The disciples ditbt believe that Jesus would rise from death, thét kgould outshine darkness,
that hope would triumph. The disciples were ndtgioptimists sitting by the tomb in anticipatidineo
resurrection.

Indeed, when informed by an angel that Jesus Bad,rthe response of some of the women was tthitee
proof of hope, and to keep the story to themsel¥es.two thousand years later, we know that shmgause
hope cannot be hidden by fear.

Hope doesn’'t work that way. One of the themesefHaster story is that the resurrection of Jeses g
surprising hope, a hope that emanates from unlidelges, that rises up and transforms us. Degpate
oppression that the shadows of life can bring, wiiemead the Jesus story, we cannot escape theafigh
hope that Easter brings.

He has risen. He has risen indeed

Craig Brown, Federal Coordinator
Churches of Christ in Australia

Coptic Orthodox Church
Diocese of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions
The Resurrection: An Act of Christ's Love and Care

“Greater love has no one than this, than to layrdone’s life for his friends.” (John 15: 13)
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Riseh

An important message from this Feast is Christisnoibess love and care. The Lord Christ did not have
suffer and be ridiculed at the hands of His owratiom. Yet He was willing to bear all of this injice
without complaint, to grant us victory and etertifal through His resurrection.

We see the Lord’s care in how He dealt with thosggep need. The Lord went out of His way to rnieet
Samaritan woman in the heat of the day, to guidenith gentleness to repentance. He did not judgddr
her sinful life, but praised her for telling thettn and cleansed all the dirt from her heart. Thishat pleases
the Lord; to do the will of the Father Who sent Him

Our Lord had deep compassion on the paralytic mamwas infirm for 38 years. He had no one to care f
him and said to the Lord, “Sir, | have no man to e into the pool...” (John 5:7) Though many padsed
this poor soul and were not willing to extend adahhelp, the risen Lord here sets us the exaoifphehat it
means to search for the souls who “have no maret@ hre many that desire to know Christ's loves ead
salvation and yet very few are willing to take bistwork and reap the harvest for Christ. The Lsaidl to
His disciples, “Behold, | say to you, lift up yoeyes and look at the fields, for they are alrealiterfor
harvest!” (John 4:35) In healing the paralytic, toed does not rebuke him, despite being fully anafrhis
sinful life, but heals him with His love and gentlsrns him saying, “Sin no more, lest a worse tltioge
upon you.” (John 5:14)
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We need to learn this important lesson from thenrihrist in how to deal with each other with love,
compassion and without judging others. The Lordgsékhis is My commandment, that you love one aapth
as | have loved you.” (John 15:12) He also sayglgé not, and you shall not be judged. Condemnamat,
you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you velfdrgiven.” (Luke 6:37) The message of salvatiod a
the resurrection is about a caring and loving Gbd wanted to redeem His people that they may miglpe
but live with Him eternally. If this is how our €ator deals with His sinful creation, should we leatn

from Our Master and deal with our fellow humansiispirit of love, compassion and forgiveness?

When the Lord saw the pain and suffering of Marg Bartha at the death of their brother Lazarus, He
sympathised with them and “Jesus wept.” (John JIf8&n the Lord cried out saying, “Lazarus coméfisr
(John 11:43) Although Lazarus had been dead fardays, Christ reveals that He has power over death
through this glorious miracle and that He is trGigd.

Christ's compassion was revealed at all times aradl{ to individuals as well as to the multitudele
persevered and taught the people many things piergaio the Kingdom while also caring for their thdy
sustenance, feeding the multitudes on several met=as

There is much injustice in the world and we aréechby the Lord to follow in His footsteps. He sagsis,
“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find reet f
your souls. For My yokes easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:29-30% \&fe called to be a voice to
the voiceless and the oppressed such as our bratie€Copts in Egypt. We have a duty to defend thei
dignity and human rights to live and worship fregiyhout prejudice and discrimination. This mustdmne
with Christian love and charity at all times. Wevba duty towards the poor and suffering to finaictical
means to alleviate their pain. We have a duty tgatmd wherever we can and to spread the good niilus o
risen Christ to all creatures and nations, throughlives and examples.

We pray to the risen Christ to teach us to love@aré as He did, and to be compassionate towactts ea
other. We pray for peace and harmony amongsealple of the world.

Wishing you all a blessed and joyful Feast of tlesiRrection and that this day may fill your liveshahope.

Bishop Suriel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Melbouand Affiliated Regions

Greek Orthodox Church

The Grace of the All-Good and Loving God has erdbkethis year once again to cross over the s€aeat
Lent and to reach, through the awesome Passiownlgf\Meek, the redeeming triumph of the Resurrectibn
Christ.

The Church, as an affectionate Mother, addressesaime words to all the faithful without exceptittome
receive light from the unwaning light.” Yet theuithination we each receive always depends upon the
willingness with which the invitation is accepted.

When writing to the Romans, the Apostle Paul categlly underlines the direct relationship of owaplism
with the death and Resurrection of the Lord:

“we were buried with Him through baptism into de#tiat
just as Christ was raised from the dead by theygtdrthe
Father, even so we also should walk in newnesgedf |(Rom. 6:4)

However, when the Apostle Paul invites us to “wialkewness of life”, he is not simply prescribireg &€ach
faithful person a more devout or ‘ethical’ life @ftbaptism. The ‘new life’ presupposes a compleatatiical
transformation of our earlier life of ‘self-lovelVith this renewal of our mind, we will put on theright robe’
of baptism. And we will go responsibly towardsallr fellow human beings, proclaiming to them withou
exception: “Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Cai2).

To Christ who died and rose for all people, beygklrd honour and worship to all ages.
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Amen!

Archbishop Stylianos, Primate
Greek Orthodox Church in Australia

Lutheran Church of Australia

What God has done at Easter is much more thaheafldods, cyclones, fires, earthquakes, wars and
tsunamis which have hit our world so ruthlesslyhia last months.

Taking our place in this world of uncertainty armhflict, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christddiad
was raised again to open up life from death, te gis a new start and hope in him.

Rev'd Dr Michael P Semmler, President
Lutheran Church of Australia.

Romanian Orthodox Church
Dear Brothers and Sister in the Lord,

“Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesumwas crucified. He is not
here, for He is risen, as He said. Come and seepldee where the Lord lay. And
go quickly and tell His disciples that He is rideom the dead...” (Matt. 28:5-7)

Such were the words of the angel who stood onttireesat the tomb addressed to the women who had com
to see the tomb where they have put Christ. Thasdswbrought fear, but also gave great hope andjogl

to the women who then went to proclaim to the gissi the uncontainable news of the reality whidrei

been revealed to them — the Resurrection of Cluistl.ord.

It is with this great fear, but also with tremenddiope and joy that we celebrate the Feast of $aastwe,
as the disciples of Christ, are called to recdi® great reality of the Risen Lord to experieri@nid to
proclaim it to the whole universe with great joy.

We live the Resurrection of Christ, not simply aseaent but rather as a continuous state of b¥uggare
called to resurrect ourselves from the life of pEssand vest into the new life of the Risen Chii$te Risen
Lord offers hope for every single one of us, sifdmath is swallowed up in victory” (I Cor. 15:54)chwhen
we embrace Him, the victory of the Resurrection nicompass us eternally. It is our call and dgty a
Christians, to take courage, to come and see enRiord and encounter Him in the Church and then t
proclaim Him with the example of our lives. He isem and death has no longer power over Him andisee
with Him, and in Him, will resurrect unto eterndklin His Heavenly Kingdom. Thus, “take courageta
live the joy of the Risen Lord with faith, hope doste for one another and for the whole creation.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
With best wishes of good health and blessing froenlLiord,

Bishop Mihail
Romanian Orthodox Diocese of Australia and New aisdl

Serbian Orthodox Church

In the light of the Resurrection, in that unapphadie light, which has shown forth from His lifesyig

tomb, despite all of our personal misfortunes andosvs, our sufferings, qualms and of life's diffites, we
reveal the measureless source of our joy and tive faif eternal hopeThere is no sorrowstates the Holy
New-Confessor Barnabas of Serliawhich sin is not the source. Therefore, to leedrof sin is to be wed

unto joy.For Christ is risen from the dead, bestowingUif®n us, and destroying unjust death, which entered
through sin into the world, once and for ever, $farming it into the gift of His life!
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This unbelievable news precisely requires of usn@@mental change in life, as for us a joyous Hedife!
Leave behind yourselves, all of life’s sorrow afidaspair (Sirach 30:22-23) and enter today ihtlight of
Christ’'s Resurrection! For that uncreated Divinghtj which has shown forth even from before thatioa
of the world, and as an inextinguishable emberdalwinder ashes at once bursts forth into flamalssothe
light of Christ once again reveals in us the jo¥ifefitself. These things we write, so that our joy may be
made completél John 1:4).

Within us spontaneous joy can suddenly arise frorarexpected encounter, from an enduring friendship
viewing an artistic creation or even from the vieeauty of nature. Joy which is likened unto theooence of
little children; an encounter with those who suffeverty and a multitude of misfortunes, yet thote
despite everything have not remained discouragetisgely such and similar encounters require &t us
conscientious, sober choice i.e. a determinatiothi® unending joy of the Resurrected Lord who da&stlife
upon all.

The Holy Apostle Paul ceaselessly invites us tmelgoy in all circumstances (I Thess. 5:16) amthiat joy
that our gentleness be known before all personigph4:4). He reveals the source of that joy, ethdloes
not depend on that which is transient or circuntarwhich can drastically change from day to daghss
is clearly evident in the recent floods, earthqeaded tsunami; rather it originates from trustia Lord who
has overcome the world (John 16:33).

Therefore, what is expected of us is to experieaaeh of us in our unique personal way, an autbenti
expression of our faith within the community ofghvorld; a community which becomes perfected in the
liturgical community of His love. However, as m@ersons we are never certain as to what is authdotiit
is not given unto us to know the fullness of triab we are sinful and possessed of all of our hunadtes.
For this reason, the Risen Saviour is our only megghe way, the truth and the life (John14:6).

CHRIST IS RISEN!
Your fervent intercessor before the Risen Christ,
Bishop Iringj

Bishop of Australia and New Zealand
The Serbian Orthodox Church

Seventh-day Adventist Church

Many people around the world are anticipating vidippy excitement the April 29 wedding of Prince
William and Catherine Middleton. This marriage lbagme about because of their love for each otReince
William is a potential king, second in line to tteone. No reasonable person would wish him angtléss
than a wonderful wedding day and a fulfilling madilife with Catherine.

Considering this over against Easter we find atgreatrast. In the Easter story we meet anothay, khe
King of kings, but this One gave up everythinglfore. His love for sinful humanity meant takingr qlace
and dying for sin. Instead of a fanfare heraldimgMessiah, Jesus was confronted by an angry cstiwed
up by jealous and misdirected leaders who calleddath by execution. No wedding bells for Jessst
but, rather, a horrid and lonely death on a Romeassc

Yet the story of Jesus Christ is one that will &l and retold across the globe. The grave cooldhald
Him. Jesus rose from the dead! And He promisedtian, this second time as King. His love foemv
person on this planet, both small and great, hatersalvation possible for all.

Pastor K L Vogel, General Secretary
Seventh-day Adventist Church

The Salvation Army

"Greatest love story ever told"

My wife and | served for three years in Papua-Navin@a. In that culture, story telling plays a proerit
role.
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Groups of people sit under trees, beneath homegm@mdahs, sharing stories of their families gsibnd
villages.

Many people in PNG do not have access to televisioheven the minority who do have TV don't alldwo
intrude on their practice of telling stories.

| heard some amazing stories during my time in PAiGimes, | wondered if what | was hearing could
possibly be true. One story was about a bird lapdimthe sea off the coast near Port Moresby. Vithen
landed on the sea, the bird turned into an islahidlwwas named Fisherman’s Island.

At this time of year, we share the greatest loveystver told. It's not about a boy-girl or man-wam
relationship. It's about a father and son.

In our world today, people are craving for lovee¥lnave a hunger for love. Sadly in many familiege is a
missing ingredient and some are unable to find Io\erelationship.

The Easter story is the greatest love story evdrabout a father — in this case God — and HisJesus
Christ.

In John’s gospel (chapter 13 and verse one)rédsrded: “It was just before the Passover Feastislknew
that the time had come for him to leave this waidl go to the Father. Having loved his own who virere
the world, he now showed them the full extent sflbve.”

The love of God is not just a story to be toldsia love to be experienced and it's an extensive that
reaches to all.

John records in chapter three verse 16:“For Goedddlie world that he gave his one and only Som, tha
whoever believes in him shall not perish but haeeral life.”

The author of love is God — for God is love

The object of His love — the world

The demonstration of His love — His only Son diedtoe Cross
The recipients of His love — whoever believes imHi

The security of His love — everlasting life

This is a true story; the greatest love story ¢olet.

James Condon — Commissioner, Territorial Commander
Australia Eastern Territory

Uniting Church of Australia

For those with ears to hear the groaning of craedies become a roar: environmental degradatioguiteble
access of the worlds people to life’s basic netiessiviolence and terror — so many people haveoreso
echo Jesus’ gut-wrenching cry from the cross: ‘Myd@why have you abandoned me?’ This Easter, as
always, Christians will inhabit the core story bétfaith: empty tomb, puzzlement, fear, hope, rebrance,
disbelief, amazement. Easter provides the distiadiasis for hope in the Christian faith - thelfaitness of
God who not only ‘bears our sorrows and is acqedimtith our grief’, but who works to bring life oat
death and hope from despair. The vocabulary ofdEgsecludes denial about the depth of the world’s
brokenness and yet saves us from despair. It igriree ‘nevertheless’ that affirms that ultimateig last
word in life and death belongs to a gracious Gduk Ghurch is called and empowered to bear witmegs i
worship, in its justice-seeking, in its servicettie God who makes all things new.

Rev Alistair Macrae, President
Uniting Church in Australia

For further information contact: Tara Curlewis NCG&neral Secretarggecretariat@ncca.org.au
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