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Introduction
You … saved our lives, though you will dwell forever in my memory, yet I shall never be able to recapture your features. You are Humanity, and your face comes into my mind simply as man incarnate. You… did not know who we might be, and yet you recognized us without fail. And I, in my turn, shall recognize you in the faces of all humankind. You came toward me in an aureole of charity and magnanimity bearing the gift of water. All my friends and all my enemies marched toward me in your person. It did not seem to be that you were rescuing me; rather did it seem that you were forgiving me. And I felt that I had no enemy left in all the world. 
(Antoine de Saint-Exupery Wind, Sand, and Stars, p. 173)
The 2024 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity resource had its genesis in 2022. The ecumenical team from Burkina Faso, facilitated by the local Chemin Neuf Community, have described their socio-political context – terrorism, loss of social cohesion, human trafficking, internally displaced persons, suspicion, division, violence, infrastructure destroyed, many thousand dead, churches closed and clergy targeted by militia. 
And yet, they give witness to a persistent, determined commitment to interfaith and ecumenical work despite the hardships. 
Since then, our global village has witnessed a number of very difficult conflicts, some well-known and others less so. 
The invasion in February 2022 by Russia into Ukraine is estimated to have had 500,000 casualties and 100,000 dead. Russia’s dead and injured troops account for 90% of the personnel it had when the conflict began. The conflict continues. 
In October 2023, over 100,000 ethnic Armenian refugees fled their homes in Nagorno-Karabakh (virtually the entire Armenian population from the enclave) after Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey, recaptured the region with a military offensive.
On 7th October 2023, Hamas killed 1200+ civilians and kidnapped 236 Jewish civilians. In retaliation against Hamas, the Israeli Government ordered a counterattack that has killed 20,000+ Palestinian people and displaced thousands of others. Palestinian refugees from this conflict have arrived in Australia seeking safe refuge. 
The collective grief of these crises is enormous, stretching our capacity to care for the most vulnerable and needy in our global village. With bad news and conflict 24/7 in the media, it can be hard to remain buoyant and resilient. In New Seeds of Contemplation, the American poet, monk, and mystic Thomas Merton wrote that “As long as we are on earth, the love that unites us will bring us suffering by our very contact with one another, because this love is the resetting of a Body of broken bones.”
The instability generated in other parts of the world also takes its toll on social cohesion here in Australia. Division and suspicion can challenge goodwill and relationships. Invisible wounds can take a toll on people who have experienced trauma. The Medical Journal of Australia reports that: 
Among the many dire consequences of the Israel–Gaza war that began in October 2023, the impact on the mental health of populations living in multicultural Western countries is significant and should not be overlooked. The psychosocial reverberations of the conflict are felt in societies throughout the world, embodying unique characteristics of trauma and adding to the complexity of the mental health risk for people living in Western countries, especially those who have had family members killed, harmed or gone missing, and for those with previous exposure to war. The level of stress has been exacerbated by its enduring nature, including systematic oppression, economic hardship, violence, human rights violations and national struggle.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Quoted from an article by Susan J Rees and Batool Moussa in Medical Journal of Australia, https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2023/220/1/invisible-wounds-israel-gaza-war-australia.] 

The trauma may be transgenerational. Nevertheless, we hold on to the promise of hope. A single light can break the darkness.
We trust in the wisdom of the traditional Mossi proverb, ‘No matter the nature or duration of the fight, the moment of reconciliation will come’.
We trust in the way of Jesus, who gave up his divine privileges and took on the humble role of a servant. He was the exemplar of the truth that compassion is one of humanity’s most significant strengths and greatest joys. 
We hold on to the truth that compassion can bring transformation when we dare to love and to be forces for healing in the world. 
And this happens best when we commit to doing this together. 
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Instructions for those preparing the worship
This year the ecumenical celebration was prepared by a team representing different Christian traditions in Burkina Faso facilitated by the local Chemin Neuf Community (CCN).
The choice of biblical and liturgical texts is inspired by the image of the good Samaritan from the parable (Lk 10:25-27) in which Jesus demonstrates what it means to love one’s neighbour, in answer to a question about the Old Testament commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God ... and your neighbour as yourself” (Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18b).
In preparation for the celebration of the worship, several objects are needed. For the gathering action, Sharing God’s Love, a calabash or container filled with water is required. The worship begins with liturgical assistants processing with the calabash or another suitable container to the front of the sanctuary as the reader invites the community to gather. A member of the host community offers water from the calabash to representatives of the other communities present to drink. Alternatively, this action can take place at the entrance of the church. When this ritual of welcome has been completed, the worship leaders and the representatives of the communities present join in the procession, while a hymn is sung or music is played.
If Christians from West Africa participate in the celebration, it would be desirable to invite them to sing some hymns in their own language during the worship. In addition, bouquets of differently coloured flowers can be brought forward by representatives of the various churches present to illustrate the richness of God’s love and the diversity of God’s people.
The texts assigned to the leader (L) may be divided between the various clergy or representatives from the different traditions present. Likewise, texts assigned to a reader (R) may be distributed among several persons.
At the end of the celebration, the calabash or container of water is brought forward and held up before the congregation, as the leader pronounces the dismissal. The sending and the blessing may be proclaimed jointly by minister/representatives of the different communities present.
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L	Leader
R	Reader
A	Assembly

Gathering and Sharing God’s Love
R	In Burkina Faso, a calabash[footnoteRef:2] is used to share water with guests who arrive tired from their journey. It expresses welcome, hospitality and fellowship. After the visitor has been refreshed, conversation can begin and the purpose of the visit can be expressed. [2:  Dried and hollowed-out fruit of the calabash tree used as a vessel for food or drink.] 

As we gather and enter into prayer, we welcome you in the same way as Abraham welcomed the three visitors and provided water for their refreshment. We invite you to be refreshed by sharing the water from this calabash.

Water from the calabash is shared by a member of the host community with representatives of the other churches present. As the calabash is being returned to the front of the sanctuary, worship leaders join in the procession while a hymn is sung or music is played.

Invitation to Pray
L	In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A	Amen.

L   	We are gathered as brothers and sisters to pray for the visible unity of Christians. At the heart of our worship is the story of the Good Samaritan where we hear the divine call to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves.
Let us prepare to meet the God of Love in thanksgiving and joy, remembering his command to love.

A	Glory to you, Father, for you reveal yourself in your creation and call all people to live in your presence.
Glory to you, Christ Jesus, for you give yourself entirely to each one of us and invite us to do the same. Glory to you, Holy Spirit, for you gather us together in love and unity. Glory to you, God of Love, in whom we are created, redeemed and made one. Amen.

Hymn


Litany of Praise and Thanksgiving
R	Let us turn our hearts to God in praise:
Praise to you Lord for you have poured out your love into our hearts so that we never lose hope. You free our lives from fear because of your love, and dress our wounded and injured hearts. Praise to you for all the women and men who sow seeds of love and hope for their neighbours around the world.
A	Lord, we praise you.
R	Eternal God, we thank you for the gift of Jesus your Son, the Redeemer of all people. Thanks be to you for the grace of conversion and all the seeds of faith, hope and charity among your people and everywhere. Thanks be to you for the faith we received from the apostles, for Jesus’ prayer for unity, and for the gift of the Good News of salvation.

A	Lord, we thank you.
L	God of love, we adore you for the generosity of your love for all people – a love so perfect, it is beyond our understanding; a love in which there is no distinction on grounds of race, gender or social status. We adore you, who out of love sent your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world and continue to fill our lives with your love through the Holy Spirit.
A	Lord, we adore you.

Prayers of Confession
L	We come before you now, O God, to confess our sins:
R	By seeking happiness without God and ignoring the command to love, we have turned away from God and from our neighbour. Our selfishness and our desire to possess and control separate us from God.
Silence
R	Merciful God:
A	forgive and heal us.
R	When we accept ideologies that demean the humanity of others, we build walls of division, sow the seeds of hatred and violence and abandon the Lord’s command to love one another.
Silence
R	Merciful God:
A	forgive and heal us.
R	We have hardened our hearts and deceived ourselves. In our lack of compassion, we no longer see Jesus in those who are different from ourselves.
Silence
R	Merciful God:
A	forgive and heal us.
R	We fail to open our hearts and minds to the infinite and unconditional nature of God’s love for all. By being closed to this love, the world is darkened by selfishness, violence, indifference and absence of meaning.
Silence
R	Merciful God:
A	forgive and heal us.
L 	God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ whom you sent in the fullness of time to redeem all creation, we ask you to have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and transform us by your Holy Spirit.
A	Glory to God, whom we praise with one voice.

Trisagion[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ‘Thrice holy’ – one of the most ancient Christian prayers. It is sung frequently in the worship of churches of both the East and West. Some traditions hold that it was first exclaimed by Nicodemus as he removed the body of Jesus from the Cross.] 

A	Holy God!
Holy Strong!
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us!

Old Testament Reading   Genesis 18:1-8
R	The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on since you have come to your servant”. So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent of Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

Responsorial Psalm	Psalm 138
R	I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I sing your praise;
I bow down towards your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.
A	On the day I called, you answered me.
R	On the day I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength of soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 
for they have heard the words of your mouth.
A	On the day I called, you answered me.
R	They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
for great is the glory of the Lord.
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 
but the haughty he perceives from far away.
A	On the day I called, you answered me.
R	Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand,
and your right hand delivers me.
The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.
A	On the day I called, you answered me.
R	Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
A	As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Gospel Reading	Luke 10:25-37
R	A Lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher”, he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will love”.
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend’. Which of the three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy”. Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise”.


Hymn

Sermon / Homily
Followed by a moment of silence or a hymn.
Affirmation of Love	inspired by 1 Cor 13
Read antiphonally, with one half of the congregation reading the first part of each stanza and the other half reading the second.

I I may speak in the languages of people and angels,
but if I lack love, I am simply a resonant metal, a loud cymbal.
II I may have the gift of prophecy, understanding of all mystery and all knowledge;
I may have the fullest faith, that moves mountains; but if I lack love, I am nothing.

I I may distribute all my goods to hungry people,
I may even deliver my body to the flames, but if I lack love, I gain nothing.
II Love demands patience. Love serves. It does not walk away. It is not jealous. It does not brag. It does not seek its own interest.
It is not irritable. It does not hold a grudge.

I Love does not celebrate injustice, but finds its joy in the truth.
It excuses all. It believes all. It hopes for all. It endures all.
II Love has no end. Prophecies? They will finish. Tongues? They will come to an end. Knowledge? It will pass.

A	Faith, hope and love continue. The greatest of these is love.

Hymn
This moment can also be used as an opportunity to gather the offering.

Prayers of Intercession
L	We have been invited to live the divine call to love God and our neighbour as ourselves. As we renew our commitment to this call, may this love strengthen our unity as Christians.
R	With all our hearts, we desire to dwell in God’s love and to have the grace to love our neighbour as ourselves.
God of boundless love, we pray that all people may come to know your unlimited mercy and believe in your desire to fill us with your infinite love.
A	Fill us with your love! Make us one in you.
R	We join our prayers to that of Jesus, who prayed for the unity of all who follow him.
God of communion, we pray that we may work together for your greater glory and spread the Good News of salvation for all.
A	Fill us with your love! Make us one in you.
R	Our hearts are broken because of the confusion and division in our world.
God, our healer, we who are scattered like sheep without a shepherd, ask you to gather us into one fold. Enliven us by your Spirit and send us again, two by two, to be the light of the world and the salt of the earth.
A	Fill us with your love! Make us one in you.
R	Our world is scarred by terror and violence. Millions are forced to leave their homes in search of refuge and safety.
God of welcome, grant us the grace to risk embracing the stranger, tending their wounds and standing in solidarity with them. Strengthen our resolve to be kind and merciful and to act towards our sisters and brothers at all times as you do towards us.
A	Fill us with your love! Make us one in you.
R	In our weakness and fear we know that we often pass by on the other side, turning away from those who need our help.
God of power, despite our lack of charity, open our hearts to experience the length, width, height and depth of your love, so that we may love you more and love our neighbour as ourselves.
A	Fill us with your love! Make us one in you.

The Lord’s Prayer
L	As children of the one God, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
A	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn

Closing Prayer
A	Lord Jesus, who prayed that all might be one, 
we pray to you for the unity of all Christians, 
according to your will, according to your means.
May your Spirit enable us to experience the suffering caused by division, 
to see our sin and to hope beyond all hope. Amen.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Daily Prayer for Christian Unity of the Chemin Neuf Community.] 


Sending
The calabash or container of water is brought forward and held up before the congregation, as the leader says:

L	Refreshed by the water of life,
let us go forth to love God, and to love our neighbour as ourselves, 
united in Christ and enlivened by the Holy Spirit.
A	Everything we can do together, let’s do it! Amen!

Hymn


Appendix
Music Suggestions

The order of service in this resource includes 4 hymns but it is up to local planners what music to include to suit their congregational and ecumenical context. 
GATHERING SONGS
TiS 474	Gather us in/Here in this place (omit v3)
DIVERSE IN CULTURE
Diverse in culture, nation, race,
we come together by Your grace.
God, let us be a meeting ground
where hope and healing love are found.
God, let us be a bridge of care
connecting people everywhere.
Help us confront all fear and hate
and lust for power that separate. 
When chasms widen, storms arise,
O Holy Spirit, make us wise.
Let our resolve, like steel, be strong
to stand with those who suffer wrong.
God, let us be a table spread
with gifts of love and broken bread,
where all find welcome, grace attends,
and enemies arise as friends.
(Ruth Duck, 1991. Tune: 8.8.8.8 eg Wareham, Tallis’ Canon)
HERE'S A NEW DAY
Here’s a new day, fresh gift from God of grace
We sense God’s presence in this sacred space;
Let us be mindful of God’s blessing here, 
pausing, rejoicing, held in God’s good care. 
Here in awareness, gift from God of grace,
may we awaken in this sacred space; 
moved to compassion, open heart and hand, 
linked to each other, meeting love’s demand. 
Here in creation, gift from God of grace, 
divine embracing of the human race; 
woven together, intimate and free,
holy the ground connecting you and me. 
Here in belonging, gift from God of grace, 
interconnected in this sacred space, 
and in the web of life each one may share,
held in God’s love, surrounded by God’s care. 
(Words: Helen Wiltshire; Tune: Woodlands)
AFTER GOSPEL READING
TiS 629 WHEN I NEEDED A NEIGHBOUR
TiS 650 BROTHER, SISTER, LET ME SERVE YOU 
(alternate first line: Won't you let me be your servant?)
FROM THE CRUSH OF WEALTH AND POWER
From the crush of wealth and power something broken in us
all waits the Spirit’s silent hour pleading with a poignant call,
bind all my wounds again.
Even now our hearts are wary of the friend we need so much.
When I see the pain you carry, shall I, with a gentle touch,
bind all your wounds again?
When our love for one another makes our burdens light to bear,
find the sister and the brother, hungry for the feast we share;
bind all their wounds again.
Ev’ry time our spirits languish terrified to draw too near,
may we know each other’s anguish and, with love that casts out fear,
bind all our wounds again.
(Kendyl Gibbons; Tune: Bridegrooom TiS 419)
FOLLOWING 1 COR 13 READING & BEFORE PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
THOUGH I MAY SPEAK/THE GIFT OF LOVE
Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass and hopeless gain.
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin.
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed.
(Words: Hal Hopson. Tune: The Water is Wide/O Waly Waly)






BELOVED
We know ourselves beloved:
beloved and called to be
now present to a sacred call
and to divinity. 

We know ourselves beloved: 
beloved and called to care; 
now called to passion and to love, 
a deeper life to share. 
We know ourselves beloved: 
beloved and called to weep; 	
we’re called from fear and faithlessness
to wake and rise from sleep. 
We know ourselves beloved:
beloved and called to rise; 
now called to live a Christ-like life
with grace that God supplies. 
(Words: Helen Wiltshire vv 1,3,4,6; Tune: Carlisle)
THE GIFT WE ALL MAY GIVE 
Love may not sing an anthem
with angel voice and air;
Love may not boast of riches
with gold and jewels rare. 
Love speaks with gentle accents
unlike a cymbal’s noise;
Love breathes with hope and patience: 
its fruits are lasting joys. 
Though faith may move a mountain
or still a raging sea; 
though minds may hold all knowledge
and speak of mystery,
yet these are fleeting wonders
that swiftly fade away. 
Love mirrors deep compassion: 
its kindness lights each day. 

Love nurtures faith and courage
and bears life’s deepest pain; 
Love shares the gift of healing
and offers life again. 
Love honours truth and beauty
and sings when goodness grows;
Love works for peace and justice;
its truth forever flows. 
Love stands when all has fallen; 
it holds and will prevail; 
Love shines with sacred presence
as puzzling shadows pale. 
When all we know has ended,
Faith, Hope and Love will live,
with Love the greatest treasurer:
the gift we all may give. 
(Words: Helen Wiltshire; Music: Norman Inglis)
This song was awarded first prize in an international competition run by the Australian Hymn Book Company in 2013)

Two further hymns are provided in a separate file.
