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Notes For the Homily/Sermon
Luke 10:25-37

“Depending on how narrowly or widely you draw the circle, the parable is about how you interpret the Torah; how you interpret religious and ethical law generally; how you should overcome religious division; how you should overcome ethnic division; how you should not take your ethical status for granted; how you should be morally interventionist; how you should go the extra mile; how you should avoid seeing others as the recipients of your ethical care but instead look first at yourself; how love does not allow limits on the definition of neighbour; how one cannot define one’s neighbour but only be a neighbour; how we should stop asking and start doing”.(Nick Spencer, research director of Theos, a public theology thinktank in the UK)
World-renowned theologian and Dominican Professor Gustavo Gutierrez responds to the central question in the Good Samaritan parable, “Who is my neighbour?”, stating that strictly speaking, we don’t have neighbours, we are ‘doing’ neighbours. The neighbour is the one “in whose way I place myself just like the Samaritan did” (and thus, ideology moves to praxis). When I go out of my way and approach the other, it is in that moment that we both become neighbours. It is a movement from the ‘I’ to the ‘YOU’.
The call at the end of the parable is to “go and do the same yourself” (37). This is a call to follow Jesus in the service of the other person without obligation. Professor Gutierrez sees this action as a movement from ‘anonymity’ to ‘neighbourhood’ and rooted in the attitude we have and the love that we carry that we may be life-giving for others. And paradoxically, an approach to the other – my neighbour – is an approach to loving myself.
The parable invites reflection on who am I ‘doing’ neighbour for? Who am I going out of my way for: ‘culturally’, beyond my cultural norms; ‘nationally’, beyond my first world environment; and ‘mentally’, beyond my constructs of superiority, of Western society over other societies?
In his recent ‘short talk on love’, Dave Andrews (Waiters Union, West End, Brisbane) writes: 
I believe God is love and that we are made by love, with love, for love. I believe that Jesus embodies God and incarnates God’s love in his life. Jesus calls us to love God and to love like God in whose likeness we are created. Jesus shows us how we can really, truly and sincerely love others as we love ourselves, including not only neighbours, but also strangers, not only our friends, but also our enemies. And in Jesus, we see, that in the end, love is not in vain, love triumphs over hate, love wins.
Dave recounts a time he spent with a bunch of weary, wrinkled, disillusioned activists who had struggled in vain for societal change. Most of them were hard-core atheists, very cynical about the role that religion had played in supporting the status quo. Nevertheless, Dave and his wife Ange were invited as “Godists” to share with the group about how “God” sustained them in their own struggle for justice, in spite of their own disillusionment.
After an in-depth session in which we all shared about our disappointments, I asked them if they would permit me to quote a verse of scripture, and they replied saying rather sarcastically: “Sure, man. Preach it.” I quoted this verse: “Faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these – greater than faith and greater than hope – is love. I said, the scripture seems to be saying, “if we are disillusioned, and no longer have any faith in the possibility of major change, but we still have love – and still practice a wholehearted commitment to caring, compassion and a radical concern for the welfare of others – like so many of you do – in the final analysis, that is what matters most. When I finished saying this, I heard a few people whisper “Amen” and as I looked around the room, I saw there were many people with tears in their eyes. And it seemed to me, they felt that this word, from a “God” whom they didn’t believe in, had profoundly affirmed them in being the very best they could be as human beings. 
The gospel is simply that ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:8) ‘Love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (v7) ‘If we love one another, God lives in us, and God’s love is made complete in us.’’(v12). 
We are made by love, with love, for love.
