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Homily notes
Matthew 2: 1 – 12 
Matthew has a very particular way of beginning his narrative on Jesus. From the genealogy, and brief birth narrative, he then has the account of the Magi – strangers from far off lands that come mysteriously and from outside the communal narrative of Israel, yet connected intrinsically via the prophecy they seem to be enacting, viz. the arrival of the promised one from of old.
The interplay between the characters is rich and well honed, each bringing a significant function to the narrative. The Magi: travellers, outsiders, learned, seeking. The King: portrayed as one seeking to enshrine his own power, threatened by the story shared by the strangers. The priests: able to discern the story, even find the answers but remote and not personally engaged in narrative. Then the child: the one who they had come to meet.
Three strong themes flow through the narrative. 
The first is foreshadowing what is to come: 
i. the theme of homage or worship – this concept is used no less than 5 times and always on the lips of the Magi. The point is Christological – Jesus is the one in whom God is present. 
ii. The theme of hostility – found both religiously and politically. Religiously, through the indifference of Jewish Priests and Theologians. Politically, through the political structures and behaviours of both the local leaders, king Herod and Rome itself. The brutality of Herod’s reaction in killing all the male children under 2 years of age shows the depth of the hostility 

The second is ‘from the East’:
Oriental thinking here links the phrase to the rising of the sun in the morning – i.e. the dawning of a new day bringing of light. Light seen in biblical terms as a symbol of salvation, as found in the Isaiah passage Isaiah 9:2, ‘the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light’.
Ancient Magi were held in high regard and revered for their wisdom, so there is a sense in which the gravity of this birth is weighed by who is seeking. They responded to a star, a phenomenon, either from knowledge of Jewish Scriptures that pointed to “the sun of righteousness”, or simply as one who took it as sign within their own religious traditions and operated from that basis.
The seeking for meaning is a powerful urge in many people – this narrative invites the reader to understand that in the one born, full meaning, truth, light and life comes to us as a gift.

The third theme is that manifestations of God can be experienced outside the religious community:
This would have been a radical thought to first century Jews who believed they had exclusive access to God via the covenant. 
These manifestations of God outside of community also point to post resurrection where the whole of humanity are caught up in the gift offered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the flow of the narrative it’s the ‘outsiders’ who experience the true significance of the Sign. Their openness has created the opportunity. 
There is the thought here of Christ being a light to the Gentiles and that those who use their experience and see God speaking into it, will be led to the full truth and God incarnate.
God has not left people without a witness to himself.
